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CONFIDENTIAL MADRID 407 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, SA, EG, SP 

SUBJECT: KING'S VISIT TO THE MIDDLE EAST 

FOREIGN MINISTER OREJA TOLD ME JANUARY 18 THAT AS A 
RESULT OF KING KHALID S RECENT HEALTH PROBLEMS, THE 
KING'S TRIP TO THE MIDDLE EAST WOULD BE OFF UNTIL 
MARCH. IN ALL PROBABILITY THE KING WOULD VISIT EGYPT 
AROUND THE MIDDLE OF MARCH AND THEN PROCEED TO SAUDI 
ARABIA. EXACT DATES WERE STILL BEING NEGOTIATED 
AND HE COMMENTED THAT THE WHOLE PROCESS OF ARRANGING 
THE KING'S AND THE PRIME MINISTER'S VISITS TO THE 
MIDDLE EAST HAD BEEN INCREDIBLY COMPLEX AND 
TIME-CONSUMING.STABLER 
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